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     Our long summer drought is finally over, with the sun-
niest October I can recall.  Unfortunately, until recently 
the ground was dry as a bone.  Now it is safe to plant, I 
hope.  When I moved here in 1970 we got severe win-
ters and it was foolish to plant things like Southern 
Magnolia, Ceanothus or Cryptomeria.  Now those 
trees and shrubs thrive.  Dormant pruning season is 
here now that we have gotten a few freezes and the 
leaves are off the trees. 
 On December 8th we had our annual street tree 
planting this time along Larrabee Ave. at 16th St. 
where we planted 2-3 Dogwoods and a couple Maples. 
Following the planting, staking and mulch we filled out 
the day by pruning some of our older street trees, 
mainly on Mill Ave and 22nd St.  I have a sweet Gold-
enrain tree (Koelreuteria paniculata) that I grew from 
seed and is now 7ft. tall in a pot.  It needs a home.  
This smallish deciduous tree has yellow summer flow-
ers and coppery seed pods that last into late 
fall.  Anyone interested? 
 Some exciting news on the City front:  In April the 
City of Bellingham will begin an evaluation and inven-
tory of our urban forest and all of its benefits.  This 
should include canopy cover, species, ages and general 
health.  Many cities in Washington have done urban 
forest inventories to date, which influences policy re-
lated to trees.  
 There is also a rumor that the City may bring back 
the Small & Simple Neighborhood Matching Grant Pro-
gram!  Happy Valley put this grant program to good 

use for about eight years before it ended.  Let’s hope 
this turns out to be true. 
If you have any tree questions feel free to call: 
                John Hymas (360) 714-9460. 
 

                    Volunteers installing street trees on Larrabee Ave. 

“A country without children would face a hope-
less future.  A country without trees is almost 
as hopeless.”                  - Theodore Roosevelt   
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Doug Ericksen                     (Republican) 36,341 50.03% 

Pinky Vargas                        (Democrat) 36,295 49.97% 

Sharon Shewmake               (Democrat) 36,704 50.68% 

Vincent Buys                        (Republican) 35,723 49.32% 

Justin Boneau                       (Democrat) 36,162 49.94% 

Luanne Van Werven            (Republican) 36,242 50.06% 

At the Dec. 10 HVNA board meeting we inquired what HV churches are doing for the homeless in need of shelter.  
Several local churches do offer help and resources. The Opportunity Council is a good source for more infor-
mation. (“Homes Now Not Later” is also a good place for volunteer opportunities and can be found on Facebook 
or through contacting Jim Peterson at: (360) 319-2150.) 

 
Community Resource Center 

Phone: (360) 734-5121 ext.370  

Whatcom Homeless Service Center   

(360) 255-2091 • www.whatcomhsc.org 

https://www.whatcomhsc.org/


 3 

 

 



 4 

(photo courtesy bellinghamschools.org) 
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